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ANNUAL R E P O R T S 
OF THE 
SELECTMEN, TREASURER, 
AUDITOR 
AND 
SUPERYISOR OF SCHOOLS, 
OF THE 
TOWN OF LITCHFIELD. 
For the Municipal year ending February 
20th, 1897. 
( The Town of Litchfield incorporated Feb. 18, 1795. ) 
AUGUSTA : 
PRESS OF CHAS. E. NASH 
1897 
•f 
SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Litchfield : 
Your selectmen, assessors, and overseers of the poor, here-
with present their annual report for the municipal year, end-
ing Feb. 20, 1897. 
Valuation. 
Kesident real estate, $259,525 00 
Non resident real estate, 35,780 00 
Resident personal estate, 41,950 00 
$337,255 00 
Number of polls, 269 ; amount assessed on 
each poll, $3.00; assessed 12J mills on 
the dollar. 
Appropriations for 1896. 
State tax for 1896, $866 58 
County tax for 1896, 431 82 
Incidental town expenses, 1000 00 
For support of schools, 1200 00 
school books, 65 00 
support of poor, 100 00 
town debt, 100 00 
To pay interest on town debt, 110 00 
For G. A. R. memorial services, 25 00 
printing town histor}-, 200 00 
repairs on school houses, 200 00 
road machine labor, 500 00 
Fractional overlay, 224 64 
$5,023 04 
4 
Orders Drawn for Incidental Town Expenses. 
E. P. Springer, for services from Feb. 20, 1896, 
to Feb. 20, 1897, $80 25 
S. H. Ring, for same, 41 70 
F . JV. Adams, " 45 00 
D. S. Springer, services as treasurer, 26 75 
C. A. Metcalf, as town clerk, 1895, 12 20 
Henry Taylor, " as supervisor of schools, 81 00 
Samuel Smith, " as auditor, 2 00 
M. 0 . Edwards, M. D., recording births and deaths y 
1895, 75 
F . E. Mitchell, labor on highway, summer, 1895, 1 00 
D. P . Adams, " winter, 1894-'95, 45 
Jesse T. True, " " summer, 1895, 6 70 
James IT. Bowie, " winter, 1894-'95, 7 45 
W. R. Buker, killing 1 c og as per order, 1895, 1 00 
Walter Ridley, snow bill 1895-'96, 6 37 
Edward Ridley, " ' 2 81 
Edward Ridlej', " 3 39 
Wm. L. Powers, " 5 05 
Win. L. Powers, survey jrs ' books for '95-'96, 3 04 
Wm. L. Powers, balance as road commissioner to 
May 1, 1896, 17 31 
Goo. L. Powers, snow bill, '95-'96, 3 34 
Fred M. Babcock, i i 26 17 
J . D. Buker. t i 6 30 
Wm. Springer, snow bil , '94-'95, 2 11 
H. J . Fickett, watering i rough,1895, 3 00 
E . P . Springer, keeping town books, 1895, 6 00 
E. P . Springer, services as selectman from Feb. 20, 
to Mar. 2, 1896, 5 25 
M. H. Dustin, snow bill, '95-'96, 7 05 
Walter C. Knight, i t 6 00 
Wm. M. Cunningham, it 9 05 
5 
R. W. Cunningham, snow bill, '95-'96, 
W . E. Cunningham " 
F . E. Lane, " 
A. C True, " 
F . O. Sylvester, " 
H. K. Morrill, 
E . P . True, 
J . A. Huntington, " 
O. A. True, posting warrant March meeting, 
Edward S. Danforth, snow bill, '95-'96, 
II. VV. Dustin, 
Arthur Waldron, 
Ella Bartlett, watering trough, 1895, 
B. Howe, snow bill, '95-'96, 
J . W. Earle, 
Ensign Danforth, " 
Geo. Danforth, " 
Scott Dearborn, " 
F . E. Mitchell, " 
F . J . Dunham, 
Wm. F . Adams, " 
Wm. F . Adams, care and running hearse to May 
20, 1896, 
Geo. H. Dearborn, snow bil 
C. A. Norcross, 
Geo. A. Thurlow, 
Geo. E. Eicker, 
Alfrado Bubier, 
Samuel T. Clark, 
Pearson Preble, 
Thomas Webber and son, 
F . T. Harriman, 
Levi Harriman, 
Geo. E . Spaulding, 
Robert Booker, 
'95-96, 
16 41 
5 25 
3 67 
6 15 
8 40 
1 87 
10 20 
6 96 
3 00 
1 35 
15 71 
2 69 
3 00 
52 
5 17 
27 19 
13 47 
1 42 
2 55 
10 37 
1 80 
8 00 
5 85 
6 42 
3 45 
5 35 
3 30 
4 22 
1 72 
10 50 
12 00 
16 95 
2 40 
2 55 
11 
i ; 
Charles Edgecomb, snow bill, '95-96, 
Josiah Small, " 
Asa P . Smith and others, " 
Augustus Gowell, " 
Sherman Witham, " 
Frank Bailey, " 
Richard Spear, " 
C. H. Goodwin, " 
Fred Goodwin, " 
Edward Richer, " 
E. N. Pinkham, " 
Nathan True, *' 
Merrill True, 
A. D. Bartlett, 
Geo. E. Plimpton, " 
Joseph Goodwin, " 
Levi Gray and son, " 
F . N. Adams, " 
Joseph Meader, " 
Richard Norris, " 
F . D. Gilman, 
A. M. Grover, " 
Geo. N. Thurlow, 
D. I. Larrabee, " 
H. Buker, " 
F . J . Sloman, " 
C. T. Frost, 
W. R. Godfrey, 
Samuel Danforth, " 
Isaac Gay ton, " 
F . W. Libby, 
E. P . Springer, " 
D. N. Fogg, " 
M. B. Hutchins, 
Samuel Williams, " 
8 10 
4 65 
22 71 
7 50 
8 00 
7 80 
1 50 
1 80 
10 07 
1 50 
17 47 
4 52 
52 
60 
2 08 
1 10 
5 18 
2 65 
45 
30 
80 
1 72 
15 65 
2 (\2 
39 
35 
35 
19 35 
5 83 
2 71 
5 27 
7 42 
3 75 
1 50 
5 84 
7 
Emer}' Mctcalf, snow 
Joseph Edgecomb, 
George Edgecomb, 
F . W. Haines, 
Lapham & Packard, 
Llcvvllyn Blanchard, 
A. M. Paterson, 
F . J . Toothaker, 
S. H. Ring, 
A. J . Elliott, 
P . Keyes, 
C. H. Webber, 
W. H. Waldron, 
E. E . Ring, 
Geo. E. Ring, 
W. F . Merriman, 
Henry Huntington, 
Emery Danforth, 
Fred Gay ton, 
E. S. McDonald, 
Frank McDonald, 
J . E . Jack, 
T. D. Paine, 
J . A. Taylor, 
Sidney Buker, 
E. S. Briery, 
H. S. Paine, 
James H. Bowie, 
Foster Alexander, 
Charles Dailey, 
N. J . Libby, 
Horace Jordan, 
C. W. Goodwin, 
Geo. Howard, 
W. V. Town, 
ill, '95-96, 4 10 
44 2 10 
4 i 2 10 
t 4 15 10 
4 4 8 75 
a 2 40 
11 4 73 
a 3 75 
i t 1 93 
i *, 4 65 
Li 1 65 
4 i (6 29 
( 4 2 07 
4 i 3 07 
4 4 3 60 
4 4 20 80 
( 4 1 9S 
i t 6 30 
t 4 5 25 
t ( 2 25 
44 75 
4 % 17 67 
a 2 70 
i i 4 W 
ii 5 60 
11 
.5 20 
(1 1 60 
4 i 9 45 
i i 3 50 
i i 2 70 
4 4 3 67 
4 4 4 50 
44 5 00 
4 4 15 
4 4 23 
E. Dow, 
E. S. Maxwell, 
D. B. Alien, 
Daniel Allen, 
Wallace Allen, 
R. G. Allen, 
F . D. Gilman, 
M. J . Shepherd, 
T. S- Colby, 
B. W. Berry, 
Geo. W. Witham, 
F . O. Berry, 
C. L. Berry, 
W. R. Buker, 
J . Welsh, 
C. M. Tibbetts, 
B. W. Ridley, 
B. F . Colby," 
B. L. Merrill, 
E, T. Small, 
M. Tibbetts, 
Everett McrrilF, 
John Purinton, 
Eugene and Elmer Piirinton 
John Piirington, plank, 
E. L . Allen, 
Millard Jack, 
D. S. Springer, 
Job Morrill, 
N. J . Libby, 
H. K. Litchfield, 
Libby brothers, 
Josiah Morrill, 
Horace Gilpatrick, 
W. M. Hatten, 
snop bill, '95-96, 15 30 
4 
2 
1 
2 
3 
1 
1 
92 
95 
35 
20 
45 
55 
42 
35 
40 
30 
9 43 
2 17 
30 
20 
38 
60 
40 
30 
05 
60 
15 
8 10 
9 00 
6 50 
3 35 
90 
10 
94 
17 
80 
1 
4 
1 
1 
1 
6 30 
2 25 
75 
53 95 
9 
W. T. Woodbury, snow bill, '95-9G, 9 51 
Arringtoii Douglass and son, " 10 20 
Augustus Neal, 4 1 2 25 
George A. Hamlin, 11 3 60 
M. J . Rose, t i 90 
A.. E. Googins, 1 1 13 25 
W. Otis and son, 4 4 10 05 
S. P . Roberts, 4 4 1 50 
0 . Smith, 4 4 2 20 
A. L. Small, 4 4 3 21 
L. U. Adams, 4 4 3 22 
M. W. Adams, 4 4 16 07 
Geo. M. Rogers, 4 4 37 
A. S. Gowell, 4 4 8 30 
W . C. Bowley, 4 4 :4 52 
Lyford Newell, 4 4 2 46 
Arthur Newell, 4 4 30 
Geo. W. Newell, 4 4 3 27 
E . L. Campbell, 1 1 10 29 
Charles Campbell, 4 4 2 72 
E. M. Baker, 4 4 2 67 
E. X. Baker, 4 4 1 82 
Emery Savory, 4 4 1 20 
B. Benson, 4 4 1 27 
Wm. Bubier, 4 4 16 50 
Wm. G. Randall, i 4 1 95 
Wm. Springer, 4 4 2 12 
W. Bubier, \ jr . , C 4 1 12 
C. T. Hall, t- 4 5 50 
C. E. Maloon, a 1 37 
Norman Higgins, i i 1 27 
R. S. Niles, ( 4 75 
Roscoe Bosworth, 4 4 30 
H. F . Woodard, 4 4 16 57 
G. A. Bosworth, 4 4 1 65 
10 
J . J . Perry, snow bill, '95-96, 2 17 
A. C. Ashford, " 8 40 
G. U. Fish, " 1 12 
D. Potter, " 1 05 
H. M. Hunkins, " 4 75 
Win. Maxwell and son, " 10 65 
E. W. Metcalf, " 8 28 
Edward Shorey, " 2 62 
M. W. Adams, watering tub for 1894 and 1895, 5 00 
O. A. True, snow bill, '95-'96, 4 80 
H. M. Still-bird, " 6 83 
H. A. True, " 1 43 
G. H. Palmer, " 1 74 
H. H. True, " 2 45 
J . W. Tucker, " 10 62 
C. A. Metcalf, " 6 33 
N. Merchant, " 90 
Wni. Springer, " 2 32 
Frank Peacock, " 2 50 
G. D. Sloman, '• 3 44 
J . F . Pierce, valuation and collector's books, 7 00 
E. P . Springer, money paid out, etc., 24 51 
W. F . Adams, care and running hearse 4 trips, 8 00 
W. F . Adams, varnishing hearse, etc., 8 75 
Urial Atwood, snow bill, '95-'96, 5 10 
G. H. Palmer, " '94-'95, 3 00 
Joseph Meader, labor on highway, summer, 1895, 2 40 
J . I . Varney, snow bill, '95-'96, 5 40 
Joshua Gray, plank for Plimpton bridge, 5 97 
Wni. L. Powers, labor, self and team, 20 50 
D. S. Springer, expenses as treasurer, 1895, 7 75 
Geo. E . Eicker, labor and stone on Danforth culvert, 22 50 
J . D. Powers, labor on Danforth culvert, 6 00 
F . N. Adams, services as selectman from Feb. 20 to 
Mar. 2, 1896, 3 00 
11 
O. A. True, enforcing dog law, 1896, 7 50 
0 . A. True, posting warrants for November election 
and attending the same, 
H. M. Starbird, watering tub, 1895, 
C. A. Metcalf, 
Geo. M. Rogers, land sold for taxes, 1895, 
J . A. Chase, plank for Crooker bridge, 
Charles Fogg, labor on highway, summer, 1896, 
Thomas Webber and son, 
Banks Ridley, stringers and labor, summer, 1896, 
F . O. Berry, labor on highway, " " 
C. E. Howard, snow hill, 1895 and 1896, 
D. I. Larrabee. railing bridge, 
A. E. Earle, snow bill, 1895 and 1896, 
S. P . Roberts, 
Walter Knight, labor on highway, summer, 1896, 
S. Knight, '* " " " 
A. R. Bucklin, glass and blinds for town house, 
Geo. E. Ricker, furnishing and hauling stone, 
Henry Taylor, making school reports for 1895, etc., 
WT. H. Stevens, stationary for collector, 
D. 8. Springer, abated on 1894 non-resident tax, 
Eben Morrell, snow bill, 1895, 
W. T. Woodbury, labor and stringers, McCauslund, 
D. N. Fogg, bridge plunk, 
A. R. Bucklin, election clerk, November election, 
Geo. E . Ring, commission for tux collecting, 1895, 
Geo. E. Ring, " collecting part of 1896 
tax, " 21 58 
Cyrus Kindrick, rcording births and deaths, 
1. W. Gilbert, 
Thomas Holmes, services on local board of health, 
Gardiner Roberts, J r . , " " " 
Enoch Adams, " " " 
F . C. Wyruan, posting election warrant, 
6 00 
3 00 
3 00 
16 92 
7 29 
1 87 
3 75 
6 00 
11 38 
1 16 
1 50 
3 30 
1 50 
75 
75 
12 00 
8 00 
9 12 
5 70 
2 80 
7 57 
8 50 
18 76 
2 00 
26 06 
1 00 
2 75 
7 10 
7 60 
1 50 
2 00 
12 
O. A. True, posting warrants and attending special 
election, 4 00 
Geo. YV. Earle, serving as ballot clerk, 6 00 
Thomas Holmes, election clerk, 6 00 
F . XV. Libby, ballot clerk, 6 00 
J . E. Chase, election clerk, 4 00 
A. H. Larrabee, labor on highway, 1894 and 1895, 2 40 
E . F. Severy, " " " " 2 25 
Resources for incidental town expenses, 
sum raised by town, $1000 00 
Railroad tax, 29 95 
Reimbursed by State on dog tax, 1894, 76 15 
Overlay, " 224 64 
Sum of resources, 
$1330 74 
Incidental orders, $1913 56 
Abatements, Geo. E. Ring, 1895 bills, 69 51 
" Samuel Smith, 1892 and 
1893 books, 14 13 1997 20 
, Balance overdrawn, $666 46 
Support of Poor. 
Sum raised by town, $100 00 
Paid R. YV. Cunningham, balance on 
account of town farm for year 
ending March 31, 1896, $17'82 
H. K. Morrell, 13 98 
F . O. Sylvester, 2 40 
G. R. Foster, clothing for S. Good-
win, 3 50 
E. P . Springer, '• " 3 50 
13 
Wm. Bubier, board, "Taylors", 32 25 
I. W. Gilbert, examination of M. 
A. Swan, 3 00 
J . E . Chase, clothing, "Taylors," 14 55 91 00 
Balance in favor of town, $9 00 
Due from town of Andover, $46 80 
" Woodstock, 3 00 49 80 
Actual cost of poor, $41 20 
Town Farm. 
The town farm was let to F . E . Lane with the use of 
stock and household goods for one year from April 1, 1896, 
to board and care for Sanford Goodwin and pay the sum of 
twenty-five dollars to the town. 
Memorial Services. 
Sum raised by town for memorial services, 
Paid Libby Post, G. A. R., No. 93, 
Burial of Soldiers. 
Paid Geo. A. Bosworth, casket and robe, 
Received from State for the same, 
Sheep Killed by Dogs. 
Amount paid out, 1896, 
Received from State for 1894 and 1896, 
Town Debt. 
Money raised by town for interest, 
Paid interest on town debt, 
$25 00 
25 00 
$25 00 
25 00 
$27 00 
40 00 
$110 00 
146 60 
Overdrawn, $36 60 
14 
School Books' 
Sum raised by town. 
Paid American Book Co., furnished in 
1896, $11 22 
American Book Co., " " 
1895, 38 20 
Edward Babb Co., " " 
1895, 8 10 
Henry Taylor, " " 
1895, 2 32 
$65 00 
American Book Co. 
1896, 
Overdrawn, 
48 29 108 13 
$43 13 
Repairs on School Houses. 
Amount raised by town, 
Paid Richmond Lumber Co., for lumber, 
in 1895, 
E . Dow, trucking lumber, 1895, 
I I . W. Dustin, labor, 1896, 
H. W. Dustin, trucking, 1896, 
M. H. Dustin, material, e t c , 1896, 
M. H. Dustin, labor, 
Stafford Seat Co., for seats, 
Oakland Manufacturing Co., 
J . Gray & Sons, lumber, 
S. N. Maxcy Co., doors, etc., 
A. H. Potter, bricks, 
Benj. Flanders, labor, 
$200 00 
$4 17 
>, 22 00 
23 00 
7 00 
 2 50 
14 60 
50 10 
31 50 
7 27 
7 10 
1 50 
15! 00 
15 
Dingley Hardware Co., material, 1896, 21 63 
Harrington Co., lime, etc. 1896, 7 00 
Charles Norcross, 1; ibor, ( i 5 00 
F . T. Harriman, t i ii. 3 00 
Fred Baker, t i it 18 00 
Geo. E. Spaulding, tc t < 2 00 239 37 
Overdrawn, $39 37 
Road Machine. 
Amount raised by town, $500 00 
Paid Wm. L. Powers, labor with team, $153 50 
C. H . Fogg, " 27 00 
Geo. L. Powers, " 1 50 
W. L . Powers, repairs on road machine, 4 02 
H. C. Allard, labor with team, 
A. D. Bartlett, lumber for 1895, 
F . T. Harriman, labor, 
C. Fogg, 
Geo. Tylor Co., cutters and bolts, 
Wm. L. Powers, labor with team, 
H. C. Allard, 
C. Fogg, labor, 
Alonzo Gowell, " 
Chad Bowley, " 
F . T. Harriman, " 
F . T. Harriman, " 
M. B. Hutchins, " 
136 00 
2 16 
29 25 
15 00 
9 00 
37 12 
36 12 
10 50 
2 47 
1 87 
10 50 
22 50 
1 50 500 01 
Overdrawn, 01 
16 
Water Power Job. 
Amount received of Gardiner Water Power Co., $1327 25 
Paid out on raising road, 1297 70 
Amount undrawn, $29 55 
Schools. 
Balance on selectmen's book, Feb. 20, 1896, $' 192 87 
Sum raised by town, 1200 00 
State school fund and mill tax, 732 68 
Received from town of Wales, 8 85 
Whole amount of resources for schools, $2134 40 
Amount of school orders drawn, 2085 64 
Amount undrawn, Feb. 20, 1897, $48 76 
Recapitulation. 
Resources for all Town Expenses exclusive of Schools. 
Balance on selectmen's books, Feb. 20, 1896, $4090 13 
Amount committed to collector, June, 1896, 3823 04 
Railroad tax, 29 95 
Reimbursed by State, the 1894 dog tax, 76 15 
Received from State for burial of soldier, 26 50 
" " " sheep killed by dogs, 
1894 and 1896, 40 00 
Received from Gardiner Water Power Co., 1327 25 
$9413 02 
17 
Paid for incidentals, 
abatements for 1896, 
support of poor, 
Libby Post No. 93, G. A. E. , 
burial of soldiers, 
sheep killed by dogs, 1896, 
repairs on school houses, 
school books, 
labor with road machine, 
interest on town debt, 
labor and material ou water 
power job, 
state tax, 
county tax, 
Balance on selectmen's books, 
Feb. 20, 1897, 
$1913 56 
83 64 
91 00 
25 00 
26 50 
27 00 
239 37 
108 13 
500 01 
146 60 
1297 70 
866 58 
431 82 5756 91 
$3656 11 
Respectfully submitted, 
E. P . SPRINGER, 
F . N. ADAMS, 
JOHN PURINTON, 
Selectmen, Assessors 
and Overseers of the 
Poor of Litchfield. 
18 
Treasurer's Report. 
The following report shows the amount of money received 
and paid out during the municipal year ending February 20, 
1897 ; also a statement of the town debt and the amount due 
from the Collectors, February 18, 1897. 
Cash in Treasury, February 20, 1896, $225 78 
Received from Geo. E . Ring, Collector 
for 1895, 5044 27 
Received from Geo. E . Ring, Collector 
for 1896, 1079 29 
Received from Samuel Smith, Collector 
for 1892, 2 00 
Received from Samuel Smith, Collector 
for 1893, 12 13 
Received from State Treasurer on dog 
licenses, 1894, 76 15 
Received from State Treasurer, burial of 
soldier, 26 50 
Received from State Treasurer, School 
funds, 1895, 735 55 
Received from State Treasurer, railroad 
and telegraph tax, 29 95 
Received from State Treasurer for sheep 
killed by dogs, 40 00 
19 
Received of C. A. Metcalf, dog licenses, 81 00 
Received from Selectmen by commitment, 
tuition from Wales, 8 85 
Received from commitment of Selectmen, 
money from Gardiner Water Power 
Co., 1327 25 
$8688 72 
Paid ou t : 
For support of Schools, $2186 18 
Incidental town expenses, 2054 00 
Road Machine, 483 02 
Town debt, 146 60 
Repairs on Schoolhouses, 276 99 
Sheep killed by dogs, 24 00 
School Books, 189 87 
Support of Poor, 106 55 
Memorial services, 25 00 
Burial expenses of soldier, 26 50 
State Tax for 1895, 962 54 
County Tax for 1895, 281 82 
County Tax for 1896, 431 82 
State Treasurer, dog license, 81 00 
Raising road for Gardiner Water 
Power Co., 1283 70 
$8559 59 
Cash in Treasury, February 18, 1897, 129 13 
$8688 72 
Due from Samuel Smith, Collector 
for 1892, $2 64 
Due from A. R. Bucklin, Collector 
for 1895, 109 01 
» 
20 
Due from A. R. Bucklin, Collector 
for 1896, 3943 75 
Due from State Treasurer, School 
Fund for 1896, 
Due from State Treasurer, dog licenses, 
Cash in Treasury, February 18, 1897, 
Outstanding notes and interest, 
Due on State Tax for 1896, 
Balance in favor of Town, 
732 68 
66 21 
129 13 
$>oo^,0 00 
866 58 
791 84 
$4983 42 
$4983 42 
D. S. SPRINGER, 
Treasurer. 
Litchfield, February 18, 1897. 
21 
Auditor's Report. 
To the Inhabitants of the Town of Litchfield : 
Your Auditor having made a careful examination of the 
books and accounts of the Selectman and Treasurer, for the 
municipal year ending February 17, 1897, presents the follow-
ing report: 
The Selectmen's accounts show that for all orders drawn on 
the Treasury, they have proper vouchers on tile, and all 
orders paid by the Treasurer are correctly charged on his 
books, and the books are correctly balanced and agree. 
The Treasurer's book shows that he had — 
Cash on hand February 20, 1896, $225 78 
Received during the year, 8462 94 
$8688 72 
Has paid out during same time, 8559 59 
Leaving cash in the Treasury, February 17, 1897, $129 13 
Outstanding orders on the Treasury, $59 11 
I have also examined and allowed the several town officers' 
bills up to the present date as follows : 
E. P . Springer, services as Selectman, Assessor, 
and Overseer of Poor, $57 00 
F . N. Adams, same service, 45 00 
John Purinton, same service, 45 00 
Miles H. Dustin, Supervisor of Schools, 79 00 
D. S. Springer, Town Treasurer, 21 50 
C. A. Metcalf, Town Clerk, 13 85 
Samuel Smith, Auditor, 2 00 
SAMUEL SMITH, 
Auditor. 
Litchfield, February 20, 1897 
22 
Report of Schools. 
To THE INHABITANTS OF THE TOWN or LITCHFIELD : 
Your Superintendent, having attended to the duties 
required of him by law, respectfully brings before you the 
annual statement of the conditions of the schools, their pro-
gress and efficiency, and the expense incurred in maintaining 
the same. 
We take the liberty to depart from the usual method of 
reporting the teachers and will adopt the methods used by 
most towns since the advent of the town system. 
The practice of discussing the merits and demerits of 
teachers, it seems to us is detrimental rather than advan-
tageous. A teacher may be successful in one school, and, 
from causes beyond her control, may fail in another. If a 
teacher is unsuccessful it is generally reported quite enough 
without mentioning it here. The work of a successful 
teacher speaks for itself. 
Resources. 
Balance unexpended Feb. 20, 1896, $ 19 75 
Amount raised by town, 1200 00 
School Fund and Mill Tax, 732 68 
Received from Wales, tuition and supplies, 8 85 
Total, $1961 28 
"B? 
23 
Expenditures. 
Paid for spring schools, 
" fall 
«' winter " 
" supplies, 
'• wood, 
" tuition to West Gardiner, 
" stoves and funnel, 
Balance unexpended, 
$595 45 
557 79 
640 35 
44 94 
76 26 
12 00 
23 95 
$1950 74 
10 54 
$1961 28 
School Statistics. 
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Waterman. Etta T. Taylor, 21 19 9 5 75 57 0 
Hall. Nellie M. Ham, 6 5 9 4 50 2 4 
s1 
Grant, Sarah L. Hutchinson, 12 10 9 5 00 1 o ; 
South. Mabel E. Norcross, 22 20 9 6 00 11 17 
s Berry. Helen P. True, 6 6 9 5 25 3 7 H Stevensto'n. Maud P. Bates, 15 12 9 5 25 2 9 
CS • Eaiie. Boscoe S. Bos worth, 10 9 9 5 25 10 0 
1 'A . Mills. Neva M. Hall, 21 18 9 5 25 12 8 
i ^ Brick. Gertrude L. Lydston, 10 9 7* 5 25 6 5 
2-4 N. Oak Hill. Annie G. Dustin, 8 7 10 4 50 9 5
 i i (Z2
 ; Farrin. Lettie P . Alexander, 25 21 5* 5 25 3 7 ! 
_ ' 
Plains. Charles M. Tibbetts, 17 15 9 5 75 51 'A 
Corner. I lat t ie M. Woodbury, 10 9.5 7 6 00 2 8 I 
Waterman. Charles M. Tibbetts, 21 18 7 6 25 52 8 
Hall. Nellie M. Ham, 7 6 7 5 00 £ 0 :' % Grant. Neva M. Hall, 6 5 7 5 75 fi £* South. Mabel E. Norcross, 23 21 7 6 25 ! 2 0 
Berry. Helen P. True, 7 7 7 5 75 8 
Stevensto'n. Francis P. Thayer, 13 11 7 6 00 ,19 3 
A
LL
 
Earle. Boscoe S. Bosworth, 10 10 7 5 75 1 1 0 
A
LL
 
Mills. Co raE . True, 15 13.5 7 6 00 15 8 
ft,' Brick. Gertrude L. Lydston, 14 13 9 5 75 7 6 
N. Oak Hill. Jeunie A. Jordan, 9 7 7 5 00 1 5
 1 Farrin. Letitia P. Alexander, 26 19 10 5 75 4 22 , 
Plains. 1 George M. Bogers, 11 9 7 6 00 10 o! 
Corner. Hatt ie M. Woodbury, 10 10 8 6 00 3 8 ' 
Waterman. Charles M. Tibbetts, 1G 15 8 7 00 53 6 
g Hall. Nellie M. Ham, 11 10 8 5 25 4 2 
§ Grant. Neva M. Hall, 6 5 8 6 00 14 3 
s 
South. Mabel E. Norcross, 19 17 8 7 00 13 10 ; 
H Berry. i Helen P. True, 8 7 8 5 75 5 1 
K Stevensto'n. Fannie W. True, 13 12 8 6 25 31 2 
3 
E—I 
Earle. Boscoe S. Bosworth, 9 9 8 6 00 12 0 
z Mills. Cora E. True , 16 14 8 6 50 15 8 Brick. ! Gertrude L. Lydston, 14 13 8 6 00 8 4 
! ? N. Oak Hill. Sara L. Hutchinson, 6 5 7 5 25 2 3 
Farr in. E t t a T. Taylor, 26 22 8 6 25 58 10 
i Plains. George M. Bogers, 13 12 8 6 25 11 5 I 
* Closed on account of sickness. 
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Names of scholars not absent one-half day. 
Corner school. Spring term : Edith E . Earle, Carrie P . 
Thayer, Amy B. Taylor, Carl L. Taylor, Eugene Campbell, 
Periey M. Campbell, Maxcy C. Kindrick, Percy M. Earle. 
Fall term : Edith E. Earle, Genie Campbell, Periey Camp-
bell, Percy Earle, Onslow Campbell. Winter term: Edith 
E. Earle, Carl Taylor, Maxcy Kindrick, Onslow Campbell, 
Amy B. Taylor. 
Waterman school. Spring term : Alice E. Wyman, Ethel 
E. Allard, Nellie M. Powers, Gertie M. Maxwell, Bessie L . 
Elliott, Harry Allard, Bert Wyman. Fall te rm: Ethel 
Allard, Alice Wyman, Gertrude Allard, Bessie Elliott, 
Frank Fogg, Milton Webber, Harry Allard, Byron Howe. 
Winter term: Alice Wyman, Gertrude Allard, Milton 
Webber, Harry Allard, Byron Howe. 
Grant school. Spring term : Edith M. Otis, Millard H. 
Blanchard, Walter E. Haines, Merton A. Barrett. Fall 
term : Millard H. Blanchard, Merton A. Barrett. Winter 
"terms Edith M. Otis, Merton A. Barrett. 
, i | 
Silith school. Spring term : Lena M. Huntington, Edith 
P . Huntington, Mary O. Palmer, Jessie M. Smith, Sallie H. 
True, Sadie W. Tucker, Mabel L. Tucker, Mildred O. 
Tucker, Richard J . Tucker. Fall term : Lena Huntington, 
Maud A. Lane, Sadie W. Tucker, Mildred O. Tucker, 
Walter E. Lane, Warren D. True, Bert Tucker, Ralph 
Tucker, Richard Tucker. Winter term : Mary O. Palmer, 
Sadie W. Tucker, Mabel L . Tucker, Mildred O. Tucker, 
Lewis E . Palmer, Bert D. Tucker, Warren D. True, George 
W. Tucker, Richard J . Tucker, Fred W . Tucker. 
Berry school. Spring term: Mertie B. Colby, Mina 
Colby. Fall te rm: Mertie B. Colby. 
Stevenslown school. Spring term : Inez Go well. Fall 
t e rm: Arthur W. Bovvley, Linda E. Gowell, Inez M. 
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Govvell, Inn B. Govvell, Georgia E. Govvell, Ethel Newell. 
Winter term : Ethel A. Small, Alice M. Bowley, Georgia 
E. Gowell, Arthur W. Bowley, Saminie A. Williams, Ina 
B. Gowell, Inez M. Govvell. 
Earle school. Spring term : Nathaniel Gilpatrick, Perley 
Morrell, Grace E . Morrell, Delia Gilpatrick, Bertha Gil-
patrick, Louise Atwood. Fall term : Winfield S. Bubier, 
Edmund II. Gilpatrick, Nathaniel G. Gilpatrick, Perley 
Morrell, Delia E . Gilpatrick, Bertha N. Gilpatrick. Winter 
term: Winfield S. Bubier, Nathaniel G. Gilpatrick, Perley 
Morrell, Delia E. Gilpatrick, Louise E. Atwood, Bertha N. 
Gilpatrick. 
Mills school. Spring term : Birdina Gilman, Flossie Gil-
man, Cleda Gilman, J . Roger Gilman, Lester Howard, 
Ralph Goodwin. Fall term : Julia Huntley, Herbert Allen, 
Birdina Gilman. Winter term : Flossie M. Gilman, Biidina 
M. Gilman, J . Roger Gilman, Lester A. Howard, Elbridge 
Allen, Ned D. Baker. 
Brick school. Spring term: Eva Webber, Lester M. 
Webber, Herbert B. Libby, Eddie C. Libby. Fall term : 
Donald W. Bartiett, Eva Webber, Herbert B. Libby, Eddie 
C. Libby, Clement M. Webber, Lester M. Webber. Win-
ter term : Leroy M. Varney, Donald W. Bartiett, Herbert 
B. Libby, Raymond Bartiett, Eddie C. Libby, Perley B. 
Woodward. 
North Oak Hill school. Spring term : Daniel M. Powers, 
Charlie I. Partridge, Leland P . Buker, Genevieve M. Dus-
tin. Fall term: Willie Buker. Winter term: Daniel M. 
Powers, Willie H. Buker. 
Farrin school. Spring term : Lena A. Larrabee, Ida M. 
Larrabee, Lizzie E. Larrabee, Berton L. Powers, Everett 
Ricker, Elton Ricker, Charlie H. Larrabee. Fall te rm: 
Bessie E . Bubier, Charlie Larrabee. Winter term: Lizzie 
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Larrabee, Lena Larrabee, Bessie Bubier, Nettie Bubier, 
Winfield S. Larrabee, Harold Godfrey, Everett G. Ricker, 
Charlie Larrabee, Elton Ricker. 
Cook school. Spring term : Rossie Wright. Fall term : 
Delmar R. Small. Winter te rm: Clara D. Hutchinson, 
Mabel A. Alexander, Rossie M. Wright. 
Hall school. Spring term : Edna Springer. Fall te rm: 
Sula A. Dennison, Bertha Springer. Winter term : Sula A. 
Dennison, Maud A. Lane, Jennie M. Randall, Edna E. 
Springer, Edith P . Huntington, Bertha J . Springer. 
Sixteen of the above named pupils are to be commended 
for not missing one-half a day during the year. 
Text Books. 
Amount raised by town, 
Received for old books, 
Total, 
Paid for Grammars and Geographies, 
" Arithmetics, 
" Spellers, 
Balance unexpended, 
$65 00 
13 71 
$78 71 
$11 22 
41 60 
20 40 
73 22 
5 49 
$78 71 
We have bought 32 grammars, 80 large arithmetics, 170 
spellers and a few copies of other books. After books have 
been used five years or more, it is cheaper in the end to 
exchange them for others, rather than to keep buying new 
ones. The work in our schools has been crippled to some 
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extent by not having sufficient books of certain kinds. We 
find by inventory there are only twelve physiologies belong-
ing to the town. We need four times that number. In one 
school a class of ten scholars procured them at their own 
expense. 
In some schools we found the books covered and in good 
order; in others, torn and marked badly. We think an 
enforcement of the text-book law would put a stop to that 
form of vandalism. 
Repairs 
Amount raised by town, 
Received for old lumber sold, 
Received from citizens for seats, 
Total resources, 
Paid for labor, 
Paid for material, 
Paid Stafford Seat Co., for seats, 
Overdrawn, 
The above expenditures were for the Stevenstown build-
ing. We put in new doors and windows throughout, ceil-
ing, floors, seats, etc. ; in fact, it is all new inside. The 
trimmings need to be painted and one side of the roof will 
need to be shingled within a year or two. When that is 
done it will rank with our best school buildings. Several of 
our best buildings need a few dollars laid out on them to 
keep them in good condition. 
The Earle school house, built in 1893, we are informed 
has been painted only one coat. It needs to be painted ; also 
the house at the South. 
$200 00 
7 35 
4 00 
$211 35 
$97 25 
78 50 
50 10 
$225 85 
211 35 
$14 50 
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The North Oak Hill building is fast going to ruin. We 
found it necessary to have school only during the warmer 
weather. It leaks so badly that the teacher and scholars had 
to occupy a certain portion of the room to keep from getting 
wet. We are steadily getting our houses in good repair and 
by fixing one or two each year we shall soon have them all 
in good condition. 
Conventions. 
The teachers of this town and some from neighboring 
towns have had two meetings the past year, at which papers 
on teaching different branches were read and discussed. We 
think all were greatly benefited for there are none but what 
may profit from the experience of others. There is hardly a 
teacher who does not feel that she fails in teaching some one 
study, but by studying the methods of a teacher who makes 
a specialty of that branch, she will be benefited. Perceiving 
the effects of the conventions on the school work during the 
past year, and considering our own experience in that direc-
tion, we advise the holding of at least two conventions each 
year. We also call the attention of teachers to the profits to 
be derived from attending the county conventions. The 
next Kennebec County teachers' convention will be held at 
Augusta, March 12th. We are glad to note that several of 
our teachers attended the last meeting at Gardiner, and we 
hope that all will make an earnest effort to attend the one 
mentioned above. 
Summer Schools for Teachers. 
These schools are supported by the State, and are for the 
benefit of teachers or those preparing to teach. At these 
schools instruction is given in common school branches, 
nature studies, physical culture, civics, child study, etc. 
The terms are arranged so as not to interfere with the duties 
of teachers. As to the value of these schools, State Supt. 
30 
Stetson speaks as follows: "It is not necessary to call the 
attention of school officials and teachers to the fact that the 
teachers who are holding the best positions to-day, and those 
who are ambitious to occupy these positions in the future, 
are the teachers who are most interested in these schools, and 
compose the largest part of the attendants. All teachers 
who desire to perform their work in such a way as to be ser-
viceable to the children, realize that these institutions furnish 
excellent opportunities for training." 
Free High Schools. 
There are 2(>2 towns in Maine in which Free High Schools 
are run, costing the State $45,127.71. We have to pay our 
proportional part of the above sum but receive nothing in 
return. Our school law is such that if any town establishes 
and maintains a free high school, for at least ten weeks in 
any one year, it shall, on complying with certain conditions, 
receive from the State one-half the amount actually expended 
for instruction in said school, not exceeding two hundred and 
fifty dollars. We think it would be for the interest of the 
town to raise a sum of money for free high schools, and think 
that arrangements could be made so that the scholars in the 
east and south parts of the town, desiring to pursue the 
higher studies, could be schooled at the Academy. Another 
school could be located at the South or Mills, thereby accom-
modating the pupils in that part of the town. 
Teachers and Their Work. 
With one or two exceptions the schools of our town have 
been conducted with credit to all concerned, and good, 
thorough, practical work accomplished. In many schools 
we saw the work of classes that deserve praise. We will 
take the space to mention only a few that were especially 
good. Oral classes in physiology, history and geography at 
the Mills, and in geography at the Waterman, did excellent 
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work. Also during the winter term at Stevenstown, an oral 
class in history did in eight weeks an amount of work that 
seemed almost incredible. It is almost useless to attempt to 
express our appreciation of the work of the faithful teachers 
during the past year. 
Many of the teachers employed were experienced and 
could easity command better wages elsewhere. Some of the 
younger teachers did work equal to the best, while others, 
lacking those qualities that make the born teacher, may make 
good teachers by experience. We think that some of the 
older as well as the younger teachers could do more satis-
factory work if they should draw the reins of government a 
little tighter. 
To those teachers who have labored so faithfully, putting 
their whole souls into their work, we will say that their reward 
cannot be estimated in dollars and cents, but their greatest 
reward is in the knowledge that they have done their duty. 
We will say a word to those intending to become teachers. 
Any one who has watched the course of educational affairs in 
our State during the past year, and especially in the Legis-
lature this winter, cannot help seeing that the teacher of the 
near future will have to be a professional. Only those can 
hope to succeed who like the work and make a study of the 
methods of teaching. Of course there is nothing like experi-
ence in the school room, but any one can qualify herself to a 
great extent by reading educational papers, books on 
methods of teaching, history of education, child study, etc. 
Conclusion. 
We should ever bear in mind that somewhere in the 
schools of our country to-day are the governors, representa-
tives and persons who will fill all the walks of life thirty or 
forty years hence. It is our duties as fathers and mothers 
to see that our pupils receive the greatest good possible from 
the educational advantages of to-day, to see that they attend 
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school regularly and to acquaint ourselves with the work 
that they aie doing. I t is the privilege and certainly the 
duty of parents to visit the schools. No teacher can bring 
out the best in a pupil or do her best work unless she feels 
that she has the sympathy and co-operation of the parents. 
In looking over the statistics, we are glad to note that many 
of the schools were visited by a goodly number of parents, 
but it is amusing to think that those people who find the 
most fault with teachers and schools, are the ones who never 
visit the schools. No person has any moral or legal right to 
question the workings of a school, who has not visited that 
school during school hours. 
In conclusion, we wish to thank the people of the town for 
their kindness and courtesy, also for the many words of 
encouragement and helpful suggestions which we have 
received. 
Respectfully submitted, 
M. H. DUSTIN, Superintendent. 
